26-7-05

After a successful tandem flight with a student I landed to refuel. The pictures below show what I found. The end of the muffler had rotated towards the pilot. The fuel tank and filler cap was destroyed and a hole burnt into the harness. 

Please Note: THIS EXHAUST MUFFLER IS THE MODIFIED VERSION WITH THE POP RIVET TO PREVENT ROTATION. ONE RIVET IS NOT ENOUGH! I SUGGEST USING AT LEAST 3 AND MAKE CERTAIN THERE IS NO PLAY TO BE FOUND. A LUCKY ESCAPE!

We think the pop rivet rattled loose and wore itself out. We can't believe that rotational forces sheared the rivet so this maybe the only explanation unless anyone else has a better answer.

We absolutely love the Black Devil engine but thought this vital to bring to pilots attention ASAP.

Please see photos below:
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